Results of the session “New methods in public procurement (PPPs, ESCOs)

New methods in public procurement are in the spotlight of policy makers in Brussels and across Europe, especially following the recent developments at the EU-level, mainly the publication of the Guide to the Statistical Treatment of Energy Performance Contracts by the European Investment Bank and Eurostat.  
In the light of these discussions, the session aimed at answering the relevant questions regarding the development of new financial and contractual models for energy efficiency in public sector in the Central and Eastern Europe: 
· Which financing models for energy efficiency in public sector are available? Which level of energy savings can be achieved with these methods? 
· How to aim for higher energy savings? Is there a need for additional sources of financing?
· The recent Guide on statistical treatment of EPCs in public accounts by the EIB and Eurostat - which opportunities does it bring? 
· What (else) needs to be done to increase the use of effective models for energy efficiency in public buildings -  e.g. is there a need for a methodological guide (re accounting, public procurement rules, etc.) to increase the uptake of Energy Performance Contracting? Is there room for regional cooperation in the CEE region on that - sharing experience, etc.? 
Following presentations by experts from different fields specialised in the topic focusing on diverse aspects: research, finance, legal and consulting, participants put forward recommendations, which can be summarised in three points: 
1. Provide clear legal framework for new methods, especially for Energy Performance Contracting, regarding:

· public procurement rules
· [bookmark: _GoBack]accounting and taxation rules unified across the EU

2. As for deep building renovation, develop and promote Energy Performance Contracting model combined with grants, including from the European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF). 

3. Elaborate simplified guidelines at the national level including standardised contracts and provide specialised technical advisory typically for municipalities, which would further increase the uptake of new methods. 
