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Hungarian Energy Efficiency Institute (MEHI)

• Non-governmental organisation doing research and
advocacy work in cooperation with the energy
efficiency business sector

• Partners: companies
in the energy efficiency sector



Strategic Goal of MEHI

To increase the volume of energy

efficiency investments in Hungary



Source: Epitesimegoldasok.hu, Kurucz Regina

Average energy status of residential buildings 
in Hungary, 2012-2017



Hungarian Energy Facts

• Hungary’s primary energy consumption: 1072 PJ (2016)
56% imported (600 PJ) – half of it is gas

• Buildings are responsible for
36% of CO2 emission
40% of primary energy consumption

• The main users: households
Final energy use by sectors (2016)



Energy Efficiency Directive in Hungary

• 3%  of central governmental buildings renovated/year

• Saving 1.5% of the annual energy sales to final customers 

OR introducing policy measures

2014-2020: 167 PJ
Total cumulative final energy saving



The obvious target: HOUSEHOLDS

4.4 million households : 3 million in an energetically bad
condition

50% of energy could be saved



The role of municipalities/local authorities

Source: Epitesimegoldasok.hu, Kurucz Regina

OVERCOME 
CHALLENGES



Tools for municipalities/local authorities

STRATEGY

LEGISLATION INCENTIVES

Hungary: 
• Energy Saving Action 

Plan
• National Energy Network

SECAPs

Example from Letenye: 
An existing legislation on providing social financial support for
home retrofitting is amended larger support is provided in
case of energy efficiency investment



Tools for municipalities 2.

REDUCE OWN 
CONSUMPTION PROGRAMS FOR 

HOUSEHOLDS

Low cost
Some cost
No cost

solutions
• Reducing costs
• Improving conditions
• Setting an example
• From structural funds

• Improving living conditions
• Attracting residents



Incentives for households

FINANCIAL
TECHNICAL

SOCIAL

• Data base of building 
contractors + quality
management

• Information campaigns
• Trainings
• School/kindergarten

projects

• Funding from local 
budget

• Team up with banks for
special loan



Examples from Hungary

• Targeting building 
managers, owners and 
users

• Encouraging public
administrations to improve 
EE in their buildings by 
involving users in energy 
management

TOGETHER 
PROJECT REBUS PROJECT

RÁCALMÁS 
PROJECT

• Collection of good examples by
European local authorities

• Improving tenders for renovation 
works that include energy 
efficiency baselines, targets and 
monitoring measures



Get in contact!

www.mehi.hu
mehi@mehi.hu
+36 1 411 3536


