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· Local authorities have the means to act on energy efficiency in their fourfold role: as energy consumers, energy suppliers (DH, cogenerations), local regulators and closest to their citizens as ‘motivators’. National regulation is important to enable and empower them, however, if it’s not there, their role in tackling energy efficiency becomes even more accentuated. 
Warsaw, for instance, joined the Covenant of Mayors as one of the first signatories in 2008, undertaking a 20% CO2 reduction objective by 2020, out of which 10% reduction has been reached so far as its monitoring report underlines. Ca. €4bn have been allocated for its low carbon economy plan, out of which, most of the investment goes for public transport development (eg. 2nd metro line, bicycle paths, LNG buses etc), as 60% of Warsaw’s emission derives from its heavy transport.  
· Cars / personal mobility – poses indeed a serious issue in large cities. In Warsaw, the number of cars per capita is the double of those in Vienna and four times as much as in Berlin. Although investment in public transport has been  growing, further policies should be implemented to reduce emissions from cars and hence improve air quality (Warsaw, PL) 
· Air quality vs fuel poverty – is another big issue in larger cities through the CEEC. As most households fire essentially coal (the cheapest fuel) or even household fuel in residential buildings, cities’ air quality is really poor. Hence in Poland the government provides some Pln 750M for households in the 33 most polluted cities to improve their heating/boilers and thus their air quality. 
· Households – represent ca. 1/3 of final energy consumption and buildings represent 40% of primary energy. By renovating the existing housing stock, some 50% of energy could be saved. (MEHI, HU) Although new structural funds regulation would allow the use of these funds for housing refurbishment many countries, incl. Hungary has decided to use these funds virtually only for public buildings’ EE renovation. 
· EU subsidies – are still the major financial tool for EE investments throughout the CEEC region, such as European legislation (EED and EEPBD) are the key drivers for any action and constitute the basis for national legislations. 
· Energy Services and third party financing – are getting more difficult to implement throughout the region for several reasons – eg. lack of trust in providers, lack of user information and motivation etc. However, they could complement and be combined with structural funds effectively for eg. for financing the building envelope, like it’s existing in the Czech Republic. (SEVEN, CZ) 
· Buildings are not only bricks, but their users by their behaviour determine their energy consumption. PNEC (PL) has been working through several projects (eg. Euronet 50/50 and TOGETHER) to public building users’ awareness in order to decrease energy consumption. By experience of these projects, on average some 11.6% could be saved only by behavioural measures.  
· Networks are essential for local authorities to realise that urban issues are similar and often solutions could be replicated from one city to another. (Warsaw, PL) 
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