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What is PEMM?

Political Economy Mapping Methodology - analytical tool 

• Assess threats and opportunities to countries presented by the low 
carbon transition

• Condensing complex socioeconomic data into a relatively simple form

– visualise and assess in-country real economy trade-offs 

– Comparative risks and opportunities across countries 

• Used already: UNFCCC, UK and Colombian Governments to Avaaz and 
Greenpeace. 

• Over 25 countries in detail since 2010 
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Capacity building ”tool”

Aim:

• Guide governments on the 
political economy choices

• Building capacity of the EU 
Institutions, European 
decision makers

• ‘Skilling up’ 
NGOs/advocacy groups

Actions:

• Desk research
• Stakeholder forums (reality 

check)
– Getting to know the main 

actors

– Building informal network

– In country cross sectoral 
information sharing

E3G 3



Example: Poland 
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Why PEMM matters?

• Looking at the broader picture 
• Gives better keys to the politics of energy/climate
• Reaching out to a broader audience than the 

sectoral assessments
• Comprehensive overview
• Easier to digest and more interesting for political 

minds, high level decision makers
• Comperative positioning across countries
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What have we learned?

• Every V4 country/government has its historic 
“favourites”

• Soviet type policy making – supply side
• Low carbon is not priority v. threatens the status quo
• EE - rhetoric support is given
• EU funding problems
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR
ATTENTION!
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Further readings: Climate and Energy Snapshots of the V4 countries

https://www.e3g.org/showcase/central-and-eastern-europe-in-focus



ADDITIONAL SLIDES
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Poland
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Hungary
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Czech Republic
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Slovakia
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About E3G

E3G is an independent climate change think tank operating to accelerate the 
global transition to a low carbon economy. E3G builds cross-sectoral 
coalitions to achieve carefully defined outcomes, chosen for their capacity to 
leverage change. E3G works closely with like-minded partners in 
government, politics, business, civil society, science, the media, public 
interest foundations and elsewhere. In 2016, E3G was ranked the number 
one environmental think tank in the UK.

More information is available at www.e3g.org


