
TODAY’S CHOICES ARE LOCKING US IN
Long-lived capital investments like buildings have long-lasting implications for carbon 
emissions and urban services.  
Efficient buildings provide better social and financial returns.

Source: IPCC. 2007. IPCC Fourth Assessment Report: Climate Change 2007: Synthesis 
Report. “4.3 Mitigation options”

https://www.ipcc.ch/publications_and_data/ar4/syr/en/mains4-3.html


BUILDING EFFICIENCY IS THE MOST COST-
EFFECTIVE EMISSIONS REDUCTION STRATEGY

Source: International Energy Agency. 2013. Transition to Sustainable Buildings: Strategies 
and Opportunities to 2050.

http://www.iea.org/publications/freepublications/publication/Building2013_free.pdf
http://www.iea.org/publications/freepublications/publication/Building2013_free.pdf


BUILDING EFFICIENCY CAN HAVE  
HUGE BENEFITS IN CITIES 

Buildings have… 
Large global impact: 
• Consume one third of 

energy demand  
• Account for one 

quarter of GHG 
emissions

Large global 
potential: 
• Reduce demand by 

one third by 2050, 
with best practices

Economic 
• Construction 

represents 
16% of GDP 

• Each $1 
spent on EE 
avoids more 
than $2 in 
energy 
supply 

Social 
• Energy 

access 

• Reliability 
• Energy 

security 
• Public health 

& 
productivity 

Environment
al 
•GHG emissions 
reduction 

•Sustainable 
building 
materials 

•Water 

Multiple benefits:

Cities should be 
solution hubs: 
• 54% of population 
 (65% in CEE)     
• 80% of GDP 
• 70% of energy 

consumption



NEW REPORT  
ACCELERATING BUILDING EFFICIENCY:  
EIGHT ACTIONS FOR URBAN LEADERS

wri.org/buildingefficiency/

http://wri.org/buildingefficiency/
http://wri.org/buildingefficiency/
http://wri.org/buildingefficiency/
http://wri.org/buildingefficiency/

